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M y name is Thomas.  I’m a 59 year-old 
Lithuanian and a resident in Catholic 
Charities’ New Beginnings program. I’ve 

lived at New Beginnings since February 2014 and this 
is my story.

Regrets, I have a few. But then again, too many to mention.
My friend and I mortgaged a nice house in the suburbs and moved in on Christmas Day 

2006.  Financial ruin was to follow! My co-mortgage holder owed money and I was broke. A 
few years after moving in, the property went into foreclosure proceedings.  In the years before 
eviction, I managed without running water and even the gas and electric were turned off.  

I struggled, struggled, and struggled even more.  On May 30, 2013 the local police 
department politely enforced the eviction. I thanked them for their courtesy as I walked out 
of my house for the last time. I lost everything.

Broke, despondent, nowhere to go and no one to turn to, I made my way to Catholic 
Charities’ Daybreak Center for an intake interview and was accepted as a client.  I stayed at 
the shelter for the next eight months and two weeks.  Like anything else in life, it had its ups 
and downs – challenges and rewards.  The most notable challenge was when I was diagnosed 
with an extremely painful hernia.

I was also still suffering from the effects of a terrible incident that occurred in 1998 when 
I was ambushed and violently attacked in my own home.  My right hand was amputated as a 
result of this attack.

Enter my superhero case manager, Mr. James Kucer who helped me apply for benefits 
and connected me with community resources that I was eligible for.  Through Mr. Kucer’s 
diligence and professional expertise, I was approved for monthly SSI benefits*.  But wait, 
there’s more!  Mr. Kucer (or as I call him “Marvel Superhero Case Manager” or “Captain Case 
Manager”) was also instrumental in my acceptance into the New Beginnings permanent 
supportive housing program.  My room is on the second floor of Daybreak Center.  Mr. Kucer 
has also arranged for me to receive a two year bus pass!

In conclusion, being an amateur artist and music composer, I now have again a roof over 
my head with a monthly income to “do my thing.”  I feel very fortunate and grateful to all at 
Daybreak Center!

With regards, Thomas B.

*Supplemental Security Income or SSI benefits pay benefits to disabled adults and children who have 
limited income and resources.

Thomas & the Superhero Case Manager

DuPage Community 
Foundation Grant
Catholic Charities’ Executive Director 
Glenn Van Cura (left) and Director 
of Community Services in DuPage 
County Amy Palumbo (middle) 
accepted a $20,000 check from 
Joan Morrissey, a member of The 
DuPage Community Foundation 
Grant Committee. These funds will 
help underwrite case management, 
emergency services and homelessness 
prevention in DuPage County.

Feinstein Challenge
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet 
raised $25,532 in Feinstein Challenge 
donations this year.  These funds will 
be used to feed the hungry in our 
community.

Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Joliet was blessed with many angels 
this year and raised $196,229 for 
our annual Angel Fund.  This is 
a 59% increase from last year!  
An anonymous “angel” matched 
donations dollar-for-dollar to raise 
money for people in need.

Thomas B. is a client in Catholic Charities’ 
New Beginnings program. New Beginnings 
provides permanent supportive housing to 
chronically homeless men with one or more 
disabilities.  Clients in this program live on the 
upper floors of Daybreak Center in Joliet and 
have their own rooms (with shared bathrooms 
and common area spaces).  These individuals are 
required to meet with a case manager and must 
also participate in budget management.

Thomas is a gifted artist and musician. He also 
has a great sense of humor, which is demonstrated 
in his story below, which he wrote himself.



I hope you are enjoying a 
wonderful summer.

As families throughout 
the Diocese of Joliet prepare 
to return to school, our 
thoughts turn to those who 
are struggling. We recently 
finished three successful Back to School Fairs 
which helped thousands of children from low-
income families get a successful jump-start on 
the school year. Children received new school 
supplies, backpacks, dental exams, physicals, 
haircuts, and more.

We are also excited to be offering our 
school counseling services in more Catholic 
schools this year!  Last school year, we provided 
counseling in ten schools.  This fall, we have 
expanded into 16 schools. Our talented 
therapists offer crisis intervention, counseling 
services, support, and case management to 
students. 

With these programs in place, we are certain 
that students and their families who might 
otherwise struggle financially or emotionally 
are well cared for as the beginning of the school 
year approaches.  

Enjoy the rest of the warm summer days.  
God bless you and your family.

Blessings,

Glenn Van Cura
Executive Director

Daybreak Center 
Medical Clinic

I t’s official: We now have a medical clinic to 
treat our homeless clients at Daybreak Center 
in Joliet! We celebrated with a ribbon-cutting 

— (from left) Senator Pat McGuire, Will County 
Executive Larry Walsh, Catholic Charities 
Executive Director Glenn Van Cura, Catholic 
Charities Community Services Director Pam 
Terrell, Bishop Siegel, Dr. Omar Garcia, Nurse 
Cathy Langenderfer, Congressman Bill Foster, 
Catholic Charities Director of Development and 
Communications Kathleen Langdon.

Tailgate for Hunger

O n July 11, hundreds of guests gathered at the Joliet Moose for the first 
annual Tailgate for Hunger fundraiser.  Attendees enjoyed live music, 
food, drinks, sports memorabilia, and more.  The festive evening 

raised $10,900 for Daybreak Center in Joliet.

Special thanks to:

•	 KSKJ	Life	Insurance	Company	 •	 Kelly	Melone	of	Servpro	of	Joliet
•	 Drauden	Point	Middle	School	 •	 Buffalo	Wild	Wings	–	Shorewood
•	 Presence	Health	 •	 Cemeno’s	Pizza
•	 Carolyn	Searle	 •	 Joliet	Moose	Lodge	#300
•	 Tom	Gibson	 •	 Star	96.7	FM



Thank you,  
Bennie Mae!

W e recently honored the volunteers in our 
Foster Grandparent Program, including 
Bennie Mae (right) who has been with 

our program for 25 years! Our foster grandparents 
share their time, talent, and experience to be positive 
influences in the lives of our children.

This program offers adults (age 55 and older) 
the opportunity to work with children with special 
needs at local elementary schools and preschools in 
Will County.  For more information, please call 815-
723-3405.

LOSS Program Provides Support 

L OSS, (Loving Outreach to Survivors of Suicide) is a FREE, non-
denominational program that supports individuals who are grieving 
the loss of a loved one by suicide. 

The program meets at the following locations:
•		St.	Daniel	the	Prophet	Parish,	101	W.	Loop	Rd.,	Room	108	in	Wheaton	on	

the	4th	Thursday	of	each	month	from	7–9pm
•		Catholic	Charities’	Hands	of	Hope	Counseling	office,	2121	Oneida	St.	in	

Joliet	on	the	3rd	Wednesday	of	each	month	from	7-9pm.
Any	questions?		Please	call	1-800-240-7011.

Mobile Food Pantry

C atholic Charities’ Mobile Food Pantry has 
been very busy this summer making 
frequent stops to feed the hungry 

throughout the Diocese of Joliet, including Hopkins 
Park in Kankakee County (pictured above).  The 
Mobile Pantry Program provides food distribution 
to under-served areas, where there is little access to 
food assistance. This is a dependable, efficient way 
to increase protein and other nutritious foods in the 
diets of low-income people needing food assistance. 
Every distribution includes meat, fresh produce, 
bread, and nutritious non-perishable items, as well 
as cleaning items when available.

Head Start Students 
Transition to Kindergarten! 

S tudents and staff from our Good Shepherd Head Start in 
Bolingbrook walked to BJ Ward Elementary and enjoyed a warm 
welcome and a first look at the kindergarten classrooms. The 

kindergarteners took our young students by the hand as they showed 
them around their classrooms and read stories to them. How sweet!



Kankakee Open House
Staff in our Kankakee office recently welcomed the community for an open house! They offered treats and tours of the facility, 

located at 249 S. Schuyler, suite 300 in Kankakee. 

The Human Race
T HANK	YOU	to	the	dozens	of	runners	and	walkers	(several	of	whom	

are pictured above) who participated in the Human Race in Downers 
Grove on Saturday to support Catholic Charities! The annual DuPage 

Human Race is a community event and fundraiser that benefits over 50 
non-profit	organizations	serving	DuPage	County,	including	Catholic	
Charities, Diocese of Joliet.

Client Wish List
Our clients are in need of the following 
items:

•	 Socks	

•	 Full	size	hygiene	products

•	 Underwear	

•	 Undershirts

•	 Diapers

•	 Cleaning	supplies

•	 White	towels

•	 Washcloths

•	 Pillow	cases

•	 Twin	size	sheets

•	 Deodorant

•	 Razors

•	 Laundry	
detergent

•	 Fabric	softener

Can you help?  Items can be dropped off 
at your nearest Catholic Charities’ office 
Monday through Friday between 8:30am 
and 4:30pm (closed from 12-1pm for 
lunch).



How about a Gift from the Heart?  Make a donation through this program and 
it will be used to buy diapers, food, milk, toiletries and cleaning products for 
low-income families and seniors.   
You can even make your gift in honor of someone special and we’ll send them 
an acknowledgment telling them about your thoughtful gift on their behalf.  

Shop for your gifts today at catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.

What gift would you give to the person who has everything?

Money Management 
Program

T he volunteers in our Money Management 
program were recently honored at a 
breakfast at the Kankakee Country Club.  

Five individuals have been with the program since it 
began 14 years ago (see above).  

The Money Management Program offers eligible 
older adults in Kankakee, Grundy, Iroquois and Will 
counties basic assistance with money management 
tasks	such	as	balancing	the	checkbook;	organizing	
and keeping track of bill paying; identifying scams 
and advocacy with creditors.  

Are you interested in becoming a Money 
Management Program volunteer?  Call Ed Moore  
at	815-933-7791	or	email	emoore@cc-doj.org.	 

The original volunteers from our Money 
Management Program – from left: Dan LaFond, 
Connie Bland, Ed Moore (Money Management 
Program Manager), Jeanie Burkhalter,  
Peter Torchia.  Not pictured: Dr. Steve Epstein.

Volunteer Spotlight: Eliza Olson

E liza	Olson	was	recently	awarded	the	title	of	“Daybreak	Center	
Volunteer of the Year”. Ms. Olson has been volunteering at Catholic 
Charities for almost four years. She normally gives her time twice per 

week, but volunteered at the shelter 20 times in July!

Q.   What made you decide to volunteer at Daybreak Center?

A.  One of the women from a small group I belong to was volunteering 
once a month. She invited me to join her and the experience was so 
positive that I created my own team of volunteers, Daybreak Angels.

Q.  What are your volunteer responsibilities/duties?

A.  I prepare food and serve the clients.

Q.  What is your favorite thing about Daybreak Center?

A.  I love making each individual client feel good and putting smiles on 
their faces. It’s priceless!

Q.   What three words would you use to describe Daybreak Center.

A.   Faith. Hope. Love.

Pictured: (from left) Director of Daybreak Center Courtney Suchor, Eliza Olson, 
Catholic Charities’ Executive Director Glenn Van Cura.

eBay Giving Works  

W e need donations for our eBay 
Giving Works program!   
Do you have new or gently used 

items	to	donate?	Contact	Lori	at	lvitullo@cc-doj.org	 
or	815-723-3405.



Saturday, October 25, 2014
7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

The Carlisle
435 E. Butterfield, Lombard

Surprises are coming…

You won’t be disappointed!

Details coming soon.

Benefiting the programs of Catholic Charities

We are a faith-based organization 
providing service to people in need and 
calling others of good will to do the same.

Glenn Van Cura, Executive Director 
gvancura@cc-doj.org

Catholic Charities Development Staff
Kathleen Langdon, Director of Development & 
Communications; klangdon@cc-doj.org
Maggie Snow, PR & Communications Coordinator; 
msnow@cc-doj.org
Susan Parker, Grants Manager; sparker@cc-doj.org
Jack Ericksen, Senior Development Officer 
(Will, Grundy & Kendall Counties); jericksen@cc-doj.org
Edith Avila Olea, Parish Outreach and Board of Young 
Professionals Coordinator; eavilaolea@cc-doj.org
Stephanie Ambrose, Agency Volunteer Coordinator
sambrose@cc-doj.org
Marianne Holzhauer, Agency Event Coordinator; 
mholzhauer@cc-doj.org
Claudia Browne, Data Development Administrative 
Assistant; cbrowne@cc-doj.org
Lori Vitullo, eBay Analyst; lvitullo@cc-doj.org

If you have any questions about this publication,  
please call Maggie Snow at 815.724.1165.
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For giving opportunities and 
more information about our 
programs, visit our website.
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Playing 
for Miracles

Save the Date!


