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Playing for Miracles, Catholic Charities’  
annual fundraiser, presented by Hollywood  
Casino Aurora & Joliet, took place on  
November 3 at Carlisle Banquets in Lombard. 
Hundreds of guests gathered at the Carlisle  
for a festive evening of charitable gaming.  
Professional dealers from Harrah’s Casino 
volunteered their skills to ensure that everyone 
had a great time. Delicious food, charitable 
gaming, and sensational prizes created a night 
to remember.

Playing for Miracles
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WILL COUNTY 
16555 Weber Rd. 
Crest Hill, IL 60403  
Phone: 815-723-3405 
Fax: 815-723-3452 
Head Start: 815-723-3053 

GRUNDY & KENDALL  
COUNTIES 
201 N. Liberty, Suite 241 
Morris, IL 60450  
Phone: 815-941-2560 
Fax: 815-941-2563

DUPAGE COUNTY 
3130 Finley Road, Suite 520  
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
Phone: 630-495-8008 
Fax: 630-495-9854 
Hope House Hotline: 800-941-8681

KANKAKEE, FORD &  
IROqUOIS COUNTIES 
249 S. Schuyler Ave., Suite 300 
Kankakee, IL 60901  
Phone: 815-933-7791 
Fax: 815-933-4601

Locations

Glenn Van Cura 
Executive Director 
gvancura@cc-doj.org

Development  
Staff

15th Annual 
Undy  
Sunday  
Undy Sunday was a 
great success again 
this year, thanks to 
50 generous parishes, 
schools, and other 
organizations who 
collected underwear, 
socks, and diapers to 
donate to our clients. 

Dan Gibbons  
Turkey Trot   
Catholic Charities was  
honored and grateful to  
receive $25,000 from the 
Dan Gibbons Turkey Trot  
5k fun run/walk again this 
year. Staff from Catholic 

Charities volunteered their time in support of the  
Thanksgiving morning event. Money awarded from the 
Turkey Trot will be used to help fund Catholic Charities’ 
Community Services in DuPage County.

A Swing and a Prayer 
Catholic Charities was blessed with beautiful weather 
when they hosted their annual golf outing at Joliet  
Country Club. A Swing and a Prayer was a fun day filled 
with golf, games, and great food for a wonderful cause.

P r e S e N T i N G  S P o N S o r S

BMo Harris Bank

BMo Harris Premier Services

BMo Private Bank

Hollywood Casino Joliet

COD Cares Action Heroes
The College of DuPage “CoD Cares Action Heroes”  
service group was grateful for the opportunity to learn 
about Catholic Charities and Hope House as well as  
participate in the Undy Sunday collection drive. The 
group sorted, separated, and labeled all of the Undy  
Sunday donations that were received in DuPage County – 
a big job!

These are the items that are  
currently most-needed by  
our clients: 

•	 Men’s boxers/boxer briefs 

•	 Men’s blue jeans 

•	 Men’s shoes/boots  
sizes 9 and larger) 

•	 Diapers (size 4, 5, 6)  
and baby wipes 

•	 Full size conditioner 

•	 Full size toothpaste 

•	 Deodorant 

•	 Body wash 

•	 Ultrathin pads

•	 Chapstick

The Giving Tree, Catholic Charities’ 
donation center gratefully accepts  
donations of clothing, household items, 
and toiletries. Clothing and household 
items should be new or gently used. 
Toiletries must be new/unopened. 

3016 S. State Street  
Lockport  
(located behind Norma’s Cafe) 

DonaTion Days / Times: 

Monday  
9:00 am – noon 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Friday  
9:00 am – noon

For more information or to inquire about  
volunteer opportunities at The Giving Tree, 
contact Mechelle Horvat at 815-714-2674  
or mhorvat@cc-doj.org

C o r P o r AT e  C H A M P i o N  AWA r D 
J.C. Restoration, Inc. 

e S T e e M e D  PA rT N e r  AWA r D 
Catholic Order of Foresters

H e A rT  o F  C H A r i T y  AWA r D 
Deacon Larry and Mrs. Janet Fudacz

P r e S e N T i N G  S P o N S o r 
Hollywood Casino Aurora & Joliet

Disaster Response  
The Catholic Charities USA Disaster 
relief team has been busy responding to 
multiple natural disasters throughout the 
country over the past few months. Several 
staff members of Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Joliet were able to join this ef-
fort and provide services in communities 
recovering from a disaster. 

Katherine Roberts, SSVF (Supportive Services for Veteran Families) case 
manager was deployed to Palm Beach, Florida for three weeks in October.

During my first week in Florida, individuals came to our facilities (we were set up in 
Catholic Churches) seeking help because their houses/apartments were destroyed due 
to the hurricane. I helped connect families with rental assistance and utility assistance. 

There was excellent teamwork between Catholic Charities’ Disaster Relief Program 
staff members and volunteers. Clear communication and direction made traveling 
easy. I really enjoyed being a part of this team and had an amazing experience being 
deployed.

Prior to this deployment, I did not realize the amount of damage Hurricane Irma 
really did to this community. Hearing stories and seeing the hardships up close and 
personal from individuals who lived it was very heart wrenching and motivated me to 
help as much as I possibly could. No one could have prepared me for what was seen 
and needed in Florida during this disaster.

P r e S e N T i N G  S P o N S o r  

Hollywood Casino Aurora & Joliet

B r o N z e  S P o N S o r S

M.J. Vandenbroucke, Inc.

BMO Harris Bank

Providence Bank & Trust

St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Parish

Save the Date
saturday, april 28, 2018 

9:00 a.m. 

The esplanade at Locust Point 
1901 W. Butterfield road 

Downers Grove 

Be sure to designate Catholic Charities,  
Diocese of Joliet as the recipient of  

your race fee!

The Human race® is a 5k run/fitness walk  
in support of over 70 charity organizations  

serving DuPage County, including  
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet. 

Register at dupagehumanrace.org



•	 Donors provided Christmas gifts to 287 older adults in our Aging  
and Disabilities division through our Share the Warmth Program.  
The program also provided gifts for seven children who are being  
raised by their grandparents.

•	 our Gift of Christmas program raised enough money to purchase  
Christmas gifts for 231 individuals! 

•	 Nearly 1,000 clients in DuPage County were assisted through our  
Holiday outreach program. 

•	 The Jewel-osco grocery store on Jefferson Street in Joliet collected  
money at their service desk and cash registers to purchase holiday dinners 
for our clients. At Thanksgiving, they provided 30 turkey dinners, and  
for Christmas they donated 56 dinners! 

•	 Parishioners at St. Peter Damian Parish in Bartlett provided gifts of  
clothing, shoes, coats, gloves, and toys to over 300 children in our  
Head Start program. This effort was organized by rich Paulsen, a great 
friend of Catholic Charities. 

•	 The Adopt a Family program at Daybreak Center in Will County brought 
Christmas cheer to 52 adults and 41 children. 

•	 it’s not too late to contribute to our Christmas Appeal to help our clients 
throughout 2018! Visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org or use the enclosed 
envelope to make a donation.

Thank you to all of our supporters, donors, volunteers, and friends. 
you truly made it a bright Christmas for hundreds of needy  
individuals and families this year. We appreciate your generosity!

Christmas Events and Donations 
Dear Friends

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 
 a stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35)

Dear Friends,

on behalf of our staff and clients, thank you for the  
generosity and countless acts of kindness that i have 
witnessed throughout the past year and particularly 

during the Christmas season. With your help, we were able to bring 
warmth and joy to thousands of individuals who live in poverty. 

each year at Catholic Charities, we call on the goodwill of our friends 
in the community to help provide meals, gifts, parties, Christmas 
carols, and other festivities to foster the spirit of the holiday. As you 
can see throughout the pages of this newsletter, our prayers were 
answered.  

i’d also like to acknowledge the hard work of our staff. Coordinating 
Christmas for thousands of individuals and families who live in  
poverty is a huge undertaking. These extraordinary efforts truly  
demonstrate how much our clients mean to Catholic Charities’  
staff. We simply want to ensure that nobody feels lonely or empty  
on Christmas morning.  

We have now entered a slower time of year for donations. As  
donations drop off after Christmas, the number of individuals who 
need assistance remains high. our food pantries are running low at  
a time when we also struggle to find funding for client programs.  
We would appreciate your gifts and prayers throughout the year,  
if you are able.

Again, thank you for your overwhelming generosity, support, and 
compassion. Helping the poor at Christmas takes the entire Catholic 
Charities family, including staff, donors, and volunteers. May God 
bless you.

Sincerely, 

Glenn Van Cura 
executive Director

The staff of J.C.  
Restoration provided  
a day of service to  
Catholic Charities  
on December 15. 

The staff visited seven 
agency sites and made 
a tremendous positive 
impact! They cleaned, 
painted, repaired, and 
improved our facilities 
tirelessly and with smiles 
on their faces. 

J.C. Restoration Provides  
Day of Service

The Plainfield Raiders 13u and 10u baseball teams hosted a great 
party for clients at Shepherd’s Table to help everyone feel merry 
during the holidays.

Our friends at Our Lady of Lebanon 
Church in Lombard donated gift 
cards and toys that were greatly  
appreciated by our clients at  
Christmas!

Clients at Hope House had a great time with staff from  
Benedictine University when they volunteered during the holidays. 

Launch Digital Marketing hosted a great Christmas party for Hope 
House again this year, which included dinner, crafts, and gifts!

Students from Joliet Catholic Academy donated Christmas gifts to 
clients in our Healthy Families Illinois Program (28 expectant and 
new mothers and their children).

Christmas Thank You Notes from Clients 

I want to thank you very much for the  
wonderful coat, gloves, hat, and scarf. Hope 
you have a wonderful holiday. I am in a 
wheelchair and have had a stroke. I am  
still fighting to recover.
From a senior in Kankakee County who  
received gifts from donors in our Share  
the Warmth Program.

I want to thank you all so 
much for the Christmas  
donations. I really didn’t 
know how I would get things 
together for the holiday.  
My children asked me just 
last night, “Are we doing 
anything for Christmas this 
year?” I told them that we 
would try, but I didn’t know 
for sure. Thanks to you, I  
am certain that we will have  
a Christmas. God bless you.
From a client in Transitional 
Housing in Kankakee County.

I love my blanket. It really melted my heart. Thank you. One thing that 
helps me with my PTSD is blankets. Since my PTSD comes from 
head injuries and assault injuries, I feel like if I can shield my body or 
cover myself up with a nice blanket, I’m protected and nothing can get 
 to me. It’s a dark place. But comfortable and safe.
From a client who received a beautiful quilt from St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church. This individual is a single mother with four children who is also  
a veteran.

Alex and his brother Mikey were excited to receive their gifts as part of our Gift 
of Christmas program. “Thank you for the wonderful Christmas gifts. I was so 
surprised with all of the soccer equipment. Now I have my first official bag to  
put my stuff in. I hope you had a great holiday!” 
From two young brothers in DuPage County who were excited to receive  
presents through the Gift of Christmas Program.

At a recent meeting of our Board of Directors, we congratulated  
Bishop Siegel on his appointment as the sixth Bishop of evansville, 
indiana! Bishop Siegel has always been a great friend and advocate  
for Catholic Charities and we will miss him dearly!

Good Luck, Bishop Siegel! 

Catholic Charities is seeking  
compassionate volunteers who  
are willing to give a two year  

commitment to mentor formerly  
homeless families who are now in a  

Transitional Housing Program.

you can help homeless families  
by listening; providing encouragement;  

helping with money management;  
tutoring; establishing goals;  

and assisting families in obtaining services 
to support them while they work  

toward self-sufficiency.

Transitional Housing  
mentor Training  
will take place on  

Saturday, March 17th  
9:00am – 3:00pm  
Catholic Charities,  

3130 Finley road, Suite 520  
Downers Grove

The training is free and lunch will be provided. 

To register call Joy Newburn at  
630-519-6547 or  

email jnewburn@cc-doj.org.

Become a  
Volunteer  

Mentor  
in DuPage  

County 

Catholic Charities recently introduced an immigration Support Program based in DuPage County that serves all seven  
counties of the diocese. This program provides advocacy, support, and community outreach for individuals who need 
emergency services and immigration related support. Participating individuals will be connected with local resources that  
work on behalf of the immigrant population.  

The immigration Support Program also works in partnership with other organizations to provide training and education to 
local churches and other community groups. For more information about this program, contact Karina De Avila, immigrant 
Support Program Coordinator at kdeavila@cc-doj.org or (630) 519-6533. 

Immigration  
Support  

Program

Catholic 
Charities’  
Employee 
of the Year

Congratulations 
to our employee 
of the year, Liz 
Campbell! Liz  
is a parent/child 
educator in our 
early Head  

Start Home Base Program. She is an excellent 
role model for hard work, diligence, and  
professionalism.

Immigration 
Hero Award

marcia Brown- 
medina, the  
Coordinator of  
Catholic Charities’ 
Hispanic/Latino 
Services in Kankakee, 
Ford, and iroquois 
Counties, has received 
the immigration  
Hero Award from The 

immigration Project. This is a well-deserved 
honor for Marcia’s hard work.

William H. Morgan 
Annual Memorial 
Award 

Congratulations to mary 
anne Dowding (left) who 
works in the Aging and Dis-
ability Services Division at 
Catholic Charities! Mary 
Anne recently received the 
2017 William H. Morgan  
Annual Memorial Award  

for her outstanding contribution to mental health in the  
community. This award is given to a community member  
at the Kankakee County Mental Health Council’s World  
Mental Health Day event.
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Undy  
Sunday  
Undy Sunday was a 
great success again 
this year, thanks to 
50 generous parishes, 
schools, and other 
organizations who 
collected underwear, 
socks, and diapers to 
donate to our clients. 

Dan Gibbons  
Turkey Trot   
Catholic Charities was  
honored and grateful to  
receive $25,000 from the 
Dan Gibbons Turkey Trot  
5k fun run/walk again this 
year. Staff from Catholic 

Charities volunteered their time in support of the  
Thanksgiving morning event. Money awarded from the 
Turkey Trot will be used to help fund Catholic Charities’ 
Community Services in DuPage County.

A Swing and a Prayer 
Catholic Charities was blessed with beautiful weather 
when they hosted their annual golf outing at Joliet  
Country Club. A Swing and a Prayer was a fun day filled 
with golf, games, and great food for a wonderful cause.

P r e S e N T i N G  S P o N S o r S

BMo Harris Bank

BMo Harris Premier Services

BMo Private Bank

Hollywood Casino Joliet

COD Cares Action Heroes
The College of DuPage “CoD Cares Action Heroes”  
service group was grateful for the opportunity to learn 
about Catholic Charities and Hope House as well as  
participate in the Undy Sunday collection drive. The 
group sorted, separated, and labeled all of the Undy  
Sunday donations that were received in DuPage County – 
a big job!

These are the items that are  
currently most-needed by  
our clients: 

•	 Men’s boxers/boxer briefs 

•	 Men’s blue jeans 

•	 Men’s shoes/boots  
sizes 9 and larger) 

•	 Diapers (size 4, 5, 6)  
and baby wipes 

•	 Full size conditioner 

•	 Full size toothpaste 

•	 Deodorant 

•	 Body wash 

•	 Ultrathin pads

•	 Chapstick

The Giving Tree, Catholic Charities’ 
donation center gratefully accepts  
donations of clothing, household items, 
and toiletries. Clothing and household 
items should be new or gently used. 
Toiletries must be new/unopened. 

3016 S. State Street  
Lockport  
(located behind Norma’s Cafe) 

DonaTion Days / Times: 

Monday  
9:00 am – noon 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Friday  
9:00 am – noon

For more information or to inquire about  
volunteer opportunities at The Giving Tree, 
contact Mechelle Horvat at 815-714-2674  
or mhorvat@cc-doj.org

C o r P o r AT e  C H A M P i o N  AWA r D 
J.C. Restoration, Inc. 

e S T e e M e D  PA rT N e r  AWA r D 
Catholic Order of Foresters

H e A rT  o F  C H A r i T y  AWA r D 
Deacon Larry and Mrs. Janet Fudacz

P r e S e N T i N G  S P o N S o r 
Hollywood Casino Aurora & Joliet

Disaster Response  
The Catholic Charities USA Disaster 
relief team has been busy responding to 
multiple natural disasters throughout the 
country over the past few months. Several 
staff members of Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Joliet were able to join this ef-
fort and provide services in communities 
recovering from a disaster. 

Katherine Roberts, SSVF (Supportive Services for Veteran Families) case 
manager was deployed to Palm Beach, Florida for three weeks in October.

During my first week in Florida, individuals came to our facilities (we were set up in 
Catholic Churches) seeking help because their houses/apartments were destroyed due 
to the hurricane. I helped connect families with rental assistance and utility assistance. 

There was excellent teamwork between Catholic Charities’ Disaster Relief Program 
staff members and volunteers. Clear communication and direction made traveling 
easy. I really enjoyed being a part of this team and had an amazing experience being 
deployed.

Prior to this deployment, I did not realize the amount of damage Hurricane Irma 
really did to this community. Hearing stories and seeing the hardships up close and 
personal from individuals who lived it was very heart wrenching and motivated me to 
help as much as I possibly could. No one could have prepared me for what was seen 
and needed in Florida during this disaster.

P r e S e N T i N G  S P o N S o r  

Hollywood Casino Aurora & Joliet

B r o N z e  S P o N S o r S

M.J. Vandenbroucke, Inc.

BMO Harris Bank

Providence Bank & Trust

St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Parish

Save the Date
saturday, april 28, 2018 

9:00 a.m. 

The esplanade at Locust Point 
1901 W. Butterfield road 

Downers Grove 

Be sure to designate Catholic Charities,  
Diocese of Joliet as the recipient of  

your race fee!

The Human race® is a 5k run/fitness walk  
in support of over 70 charity organizations  

serving DuPage County, including  
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet. 

Register at dupagehumanrace.org




